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ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AO NO. 2003-135 as Amended

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY AMENDING
ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 9, VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, CHAPTER 9.36,
MISCELLANEOUS RULES, BY ADDING SECTIONS 9.36.015 AND 9.36.020
EXEMPTING CERTAIN UNATTENDED VEHICLES AND LIMITING IDLING TIME.
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Section 1. Anchorage Municipal Code Chapter 9.36 is hereby amended by adding
sections 9.36.015 and 9.36.020 to read as follows:

Duties of driver on leavin2: vehicle unattended.9.36.010

No person driving or in charge of a motor vehicle may pemrit it to stand upon a public street
unattended without first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the key from the
ignition, e~=e=-.'e!j' settiBg ~lte hF81ie ~lteFe9B and, when standing upon any grade, turning
the front wheels to the curb or side of the highway. If a vehicle is left running in a public or
private parking lot, the hand brake shall be left on and any automatic transmission shall be
placed in the "park" mode.

Exemotion of certain vehicles.9.36.015

The Rrovisions of section 9.36.010 nertainin1! to a nerson drivin1! or in charge of a
motor vehicle standin1! unon a nublic street unattended without first stonning the
engine. lockin1! the ignition. and removin1! the kev from the ignition do not apply to a
vehicle eguiRRed with a remote ignition start device. which is canable of starting a
vehicle's iwtion without the vehicle's imition key. iff

&

The vehicle is locked and eauiooed with an anti-theft feature which orevents
the vehicle from beine driven without the ilmition kev beine orooerlv inserted;

~

h

~ ~he 8~'OeF 8f the .:ehiele disBla.:s 80 the .:ehiele a deeal 8F stielEeF
iodiea~.::e the BFeseoee 8f sueh a Fem8te imiti80 staR de.:iee.

The nrovisions of section 9.36.010 reQUlatin2 unattended vehicles shall not aPRlv to
vehicles onerated bv the police or fire department. anv oublic or orivate ~Qul@~~.
any Rublic utilitY vehicle. or anv municioal vehicle providin2 scheduled public

~
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transQQrtation.

~ The Rrovisions of section 9.36.010 re2Ulatine: unattended vehicles shall not apply to
anv vehicle of a citY det>artment or Dublic utilitY while necessarilv in use for
construction or reDair work. or any authorized DOlice vehicle when on official police
business other than an emere:ency nature.

9.36.020 Limitation on Idlinl! Time.

No Qerson exemQted under the nrovisions of 9.36.0l5A. shall allow an unattended
vehicle motor vehicle to idle for more than 20 minutes.

~

(CAC 9.36.010; AO No. 78-72)

This ordinance shall become effective upon passage and approval.Section 2.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this 2l~ day of ~\4ot' ,
2003.

: o} (.,/ "~21 """ -
~_t-_~H~~

Chair

ArrEST:

~~~ )la~~~~~~ ~
Municipal Clerk

0040QRD92303



Submitted by: Assembly Chair Traini
Prepared by: Department of Assembly
For reading: September 23, 2003

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA
AONO.2003-135

THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:

Section 1. Anchorage Municipal Code Chapter 9.36 is hereby amended by adding
sections 9.36.015 and 9.36.020 to read as follows:1~
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9.36.010 Duties of driver on leavin2 vehicle unattended.

No person driving or in charge ofa motor vehicle may permit it to stand upon a public street
unattended without first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the key from the
ignition, e~3(;~i-.-el,- se~~-:g &~e bl:ak8 ~~81=8efr'and, when standing upon any grade, turning the
front wheels to the curb or side of the highway. If a vehicle is left running in a public or
private parking lot, the hand brake shall be left on and any automatic transmission shall be
placed in the "park" mode.

9.36.015 Exemption of certain vehicles.

& The provisions of section 9.36.010 pertaining to a person driving or in charge of a
motor vehicle standing upon a public street unattended without first stoQQing the
engine. locking the ignition. and removing the key from the ignition do not aDQly to a
vehicle eQuipped with a remote ignition start device. which is capable of starting a
vehicle's ignition without the vehicle's ignition key. if:

t~-

-r TL~ VVV ll~l vf tll~ vcntc1c rtisR1avs on m~ v~tri"tc C1 rtc"at VI 'Sti,",~~l mdicating
~l1e RI=8S8Ree of sac.! a refB9&e i~itiQD itad device. .. . . . eVlce. catin

~ The provisions of section 9.36.010 regulating unattended vehicles shall not aol2ly to
vehicles operated bv the police or fire deoartment. anv l2ublic or I2rivate ambulance.
any public utility vehicle. or any municipal vehicle providing scheduled l2ublic
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tran§:Rortation.

~ The Drovisions of section 9.36.010 regulatine unattended vehicles shall not aDRly to
any vehicle of a city deDartment or Dublic utilitv while necessarily in use for
construction or reDair work. or any authorized Dolice yehicle when on official RQlice
business other than an emergency nature.

9.36.020 Limitation on Idline: Time.

& No Derson ex emoted under the orovisions of 9.36.015A. shall allow an unattended
vehicle motor vehicle to idle for more than 20 minutes.

(CAC 9.36.010; AONo. 78-72)

Section 2. This ordinance shall become effective upon passage and approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this 1:day of
2003

Chair

ArrEST:

Municipal Clerk

00400RD92303
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Assembly Chair Dick Traini
AO 2003-135 - Leaving Vehicles Unattended and Idling Time.

AM C 9.36.010 prohibits the operation of unattended motor vehicles. The ordinance was adopted in
1978, and new technology has been developed in the form of remote starters since that time. This
proposed ordinance adopts a new section exempting certain vehicles, such as those equipped with
remote ignition start devices and which contain certain features, such as the capability to start the
vehicle without the vehicle's ignition key, and an anti-theft feature. In addition, the owner of the
vehicle must have a decal or sticker indicating the presence of a remote ignition start device. DHHS
Air Quality Division has recommended a 20 minute idling time, and the Anchorage Police
Department, Fire Department, Prosecutor's Office, and Traffic and Public Transit Departments have
been provided with a copy of the ordinance for review and comment. Certain vehicles engaged in
emergency activities and those instrumental to various governmental operations, such as police and
fire vehicles, public or private ambulances, vehicles of city departments and public utilities, and
scheduled public transportation will be exempt.

Respectfully submitted,

Assembly Chair Dick Traini

AO 2003-135
0040AM92303.~
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